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Winter 2024 

“Nothing in the world can 

take the place of persistence.” 

~President Calvin  

Coolidge 

 

Four tall file cabinets of over-

looked ledgers, documents, and 

plans detailing Meredith Public 

Library’s 142-year history have 

been aging in the recesses of the 

library for decades. In 2023, Li-

brary Director Erin Apostolos 

asked a new Friends of the Li-

brary volunteer and Archivist, 

Carola Davis, if she might tackle 

the job of organizing and catalog-

ing the records. 

Always excited to discover what 

might be lurking in drawers and 

boxes of mixed-up papers, Davis 

spent one day a week for an en-

tire year examining, sorting, ar-

ranging, and describing pieces of 

the library’s past business. Little 

did she suspect that towards the 

end of the project, a rare find of 

national significance would be 

discovered tucked away in a 1914 

circulation ledger. 

Ms. Davis found three sheets of 

notes written by librarian Mrs. 

L.E.(Lillian) Wadleigh who be-

came a library Trustee in 1892 

and later served as librarian for 

over 50 years.  Her notes, a series 

of book numbers jotted in pencil 

covered the backs of three letters, 

all dated 1926. One letter was 

about finding a red ribbon for her 

typewriter and the other a note 

about reimbursing postage. 

The third letter was an unex-

pected gem! As she unfolded it, 

Davis recognized the White 

House logo embossed in blue at 

the top. Dated October 2,1926, 

the correspondence was an  

(Continued on page 3.) 

Surprise Among the Stacks: Archivist Discovers Rare 

Document Handwritten by President Calvin Coolidge 

Linking Him to the Meredith Public Library  

Carola Davis proudly displays the 

Calvin Coolidge letter. 



 

 

News from the Children’s Room! 

 December 2024—February 2025 

Bookworm Bunch Story Time 

Wednesday’s from 10 to 11 

December 4,11,& 18 

January 8, 15, 22, & 29 

February 5, 12, 19 & 26 

We meet in the children’s room for a story 
or two, crafts & snacks. All ages are wel-
comed. No sign-up required. Coffee & Tea 

served. 

*********************************** 

Saturday Story 
Times! 

Dec. 14 * Jan. 25 
* Feb. 8 

Time: 10 to 11 

Visit the children’s room on a Saturday 
morning and enjoy a story, craft & snack. 

Invite a friend and have a play date. 

**************************  

A Very Merry Christmas with 
The Sweetbloods! 

Friday morning, Dec. 20  

From 10:00 to 11:00 

Let’s welcome Janet & Phil Sanguedolce 
back! They will be visiting us this morning 

to sing and play their guitars for you. 

This program is geared to 
children but everyone is 

welcomed. Enjoy the  
holiday music. 

Come listen, sing & dance. 

Refreshments Served.  

  

 

 

Tot Time Reading Circle * Friday”s 10 to 11 

December 6, 13, 20 & 27 

January  3, 10, 17, 24, & 31 * Feb. 7, 14, 21 & 28 

Join us in the children’s room for stories, 
puppet friends and beautiful art work creat-
ed by you.  Come read and play. All babies 
and children are welcomed. Snacks served. 
No sign-up required. Coffee & Tea served.  

***************************************************  

Winter Reading 
Starting Friday, Jan.31 you 

may sign-up for winter 
reading. Winter reading is 

like summer reading, only 
COLD! You will receive your 

reading log, fill it in, 
return it to the chil-
dren’s room and shop 

in the  

Snowflake Hut. 

Lot’s of fun things to buy. We will 
have weekly raffles also. Winter read-

ing will end on Friday, March 7. 

Merry Christmas to all of you! 
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(Continued from page 1) 

Archivist Finds Letter 

original handwritten single-page letter from 

President Calvin Coolidge to David Law-

rence, with the President’s signature at the 

close. Coolidge was commending Lawrence 

for his efforts in starting the United States 

Daily (based in Washington, DC) that year, 

the first subscription journal reporting on  

national affairs. Lawrence went on to be one 

of the most influential journalists of the 

20th century. 

President Coolidge was a Vermont native 

and a long-term resident of Massachusetts, 

serving there as Governor in 1918, Vice-

President to Warren G. Harding in 1921, and 

as President from 1923-1929.  How Mrs. 

Wadleigh ended up with the signed presiden-

tial letter and used it indiscriminately for 

her notes is a mystery! 

Our library sleuths are looking into connec-

tions between Mrs. Wadleigh, the library, 

and President Coolidge. Readers with infor-

mation that might help solve the mystery are 

encouraged to call the library at 603-279-

4303 or email librarian@meredithlibrary.org. 

NHLTA Small Library  

of the Year Celebration 

Thank you to the over 100 people who at-

tended our celebration for Small Library of 

the Year from the NH Library Trustee As-

sociation. The award is given to the library 

who best connects with its community, 

and judging by our enthusiastic turn-out, 

our community agrees with their choice. 

Thank you to our staff, board, volunteers 

and community for supporting your  

library for over 142 years. 
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Dec. 24-Closing at Noon 

Dec. 25 & 26-Closed 

Dec. 31-Closing at 5:00PM 

Jan. 1-Closed 
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The Library 

Written by “Your Neighbor” and found 

tucked into a book. 

I consider it a blessing to be able to come 

to a quiet place in sound, but then the 

loudest place with so many voices wait-

ing to be heard when chosen and read.  

Sitting on a shelf they are respectful and 

will not speak to a single soul unless that 

soul invites them to do so.  It fascinates 

me the possibilities that are available.  

The chance to truly be welcome in anoth-

er human’s mind and imagination.  

When I make the choice to read, it is 

quick that I find my decision to be the 

utmost and highest choice that I can 

make.  Books have and will always be a 

big part of my life AND I’M THANKFUL 

FOR THIS... 



 

Library Mission Statement 

 

The Meredith Public Library’s mission is to be the cultural 
heart of Meredith; a gathering place where community  
members can acquire and share knowledge.  

PO BOX 808 

91 MAIN STREET 

MEREDITH, NH  03253 

MEREDITH PUBLIC LIBRARY 

Phone: 603-279-4303 

Fax: 603-279-5352 

E-mail: erin@meredithlibrary.org 

www.meredithlibrary.org 

Library BUILDING Hours: 

Sunday & Monday: Closed 

Tues: 9am-8:00pm 

Wed: 9am-8:00pm 

Thurs: 9am-8:00pm 

Friday: 9am-5:00pm 

Saturday: 9am-2:00pm 

 

Are You Talented? 

Do you have a special skill such as knitting, scrapbooking 

or model train building you’d be willing to share with  

others at the library?  Are you an artist looking for a place 

to display your work?  If so please contact the library.  If 

displaying artwork please ask for Matthew Buteau.  If 

you would like to present a program at the library please  

contact Erin Apostolos. 

Knotty Knitters 

Join us weekly on Thursdays 

at 9AM in front of the  

historic fireplace. 

 

Senior Center Tech  

Meets Fridays at 9AM.  

Dec 13, Jan 10 & 24 at the  

Community Center.  

 

Check out our very  
awesome telescope. 
Take it home for one week.  
(Must be at least 18 years of  
age with a valid driver’s  
license.) 

 

 

Computer Club  

Tuesdays @ 10AM  Dec 12, 
Jan 14, Feb 11 

Various topics are discussed 
and open to all experience  
levels. 

We Want Your Scrap Wood! 

(To be used in our 
Glowforge laser engraver) 

Must be no larger than 18" x 
20" to fit in our machine and 
can be no thicker than 1/2".  
Please call and ask for Chris 
for more details. 

 

 

One-on-One Technology 
Training 

Need help with your new  
tablet, laptop or smart phone?  
Is your email giving you prob-
lems? Sign up for a one-on-one 
session with Chris. 

 Check Out a Kindle Fire 

The library has three Kindle 

Fires for circulation.  Watch a 

movie or TV show using our 

Amazon Prime account or re-

quest a book we can download 

for you. 

 

 

Please remember the library in 

your estate planning.  


