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Fall 2025 

“A library is not a luxury but 

one of the necessities of life.” 

~ Henry Ward Beecher  

 

I spent a fun and informative ses-

sion a while back interviewing 

our colleague Cherie about her 

background, time working at the 

library, and her current position 

in charge of Inter-Library Loans 

(abbreviated as ILL). 

Cherie's pleasant demeanor and 

helpful attitude are well-known 

to Meredith residents as she has 

been working at the library for 16 

years!  (In fact, there's something 

of a Gable Dynasty at the library 

since her mother-in-law worked 

here for many years and Cherie's 

daughter now works at the  

library too.) 

Cherie began by describing her 

background.  She is a lifetime 

New Hampshire resident, origi-

nally hailing from the Newfound 

Lake area.  Her undergraduate 

degree is in business and she lat-

er earned her MBA.  Cherie  

previously worked at Freuden-

berg, an international company 

with a location in Bristol, 

NH.  There, Cherie worked in Ac-

counts Receivable dealing with 

many different companies.  Her 

largest account was Ford Motor 

Company. 

After taking time off to raise two 

children, Cherie returned to the 

workforce by joining the staff at 

the Meredith Public Library 

where she has been ever 

since.  She began her career at 

the library as a Library Aide do-

ing the "grunt work" as she ex-

plained and later spending a lot of 

time working in the Children's 

Room.  Over a decade ago, she 

took on her present position of 

working with Inter-Library 

Loans.  Cherie explains, "When 

our library does not own an item 

(and it's not a brand new item, 

generally meaning older than six 

months), we can go out and bor-

row it from any other library in 

the state."  Available items in-

clude: books, DVDs, magazines, 

and even academic articles from 

college libraries. 

There are 234 public libraries in 

New Hampshire.  Cherie told us 

that there are about 200 which 

participate in the ILL system in 

NH.  I asked her how that all 

works logistically considering 

New Hampshire towns and librar-

ies stretch from the Canadian 

border to the Massachusetts  

border.  Continued on page 3 

If She Can't Find It, Nobody Can (A Talk with Always  

Affable Inter-Library Loan Librarian Cherie Gable) 

by Matthew Buteau, Adult Services Librarian  



 

 

News from the Children’s Room! 

  September & October 

Bookworm Bunch Story 
Time 

Wed. from 10 to 11    

September 3, 10, 17 & 24 

October  1, 8, 15, 22 & 29 

Stories, crafts & snacks! All ages 
are welcomed! No sign-up required! 

Coffee & Tea served! 

********************* 

Old Home Day Story Time! 

 Saturday, September 6! 

From 10:00 to 11:00  

 Visit the children’s room this morn-
ing and listen to a true story that 
happened in New Hampshire. This 
story is about a little girl who got 
lost in the woods and 

was rescued by a bear!  
Craft & Snack 

 

**************************  

Have a spookily good Halloween this year 
at our boo-tiful party! 

Friday, October 24 * 10:00 to 11:00 

Enjoy a spooktacular story! Create a 
Halloween craft & have a treat! 

Wear your costume! 
 

 

 

Tot Time Reading Circle * Friday’s 10 to 11 

September  5, 12, 19 & 26 

October  3, 10, 17, & 31 

Join us in the children’s room for stories, 
puppet friends and beautiful art 
work created by you!  Coffee & 
Tea! Snacks served! Come read 

and play! 

***************************************************  

Afternoon Story Time! 

Thursday Tales Story Time! 

Sept. 4, 11, 18 & 25 

Oct. 2, 9, 16, 23 & 30   

Time–1:30 to 2:30 

Please join us in the children’s room! If 
your child is not napping, 
come and enjoy a story, 

craft & snack!   
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Continued from page 1 

Cherie explained that she enters the requests 

in an Internet-based system.  The system uses 

various factors to determine which library the 

request will be sent to first.  These factors in-

clude geographical proximity and library 

size.  Requested items are sent via van delivery 

routes to the NH State Library where every-

thing is sorted and rerouted to the receiving li-

brary.  The Meredith Library gets three van 

drop off/pick up visitations per week.  Depend-

ing on the timing and location of the materials, 

it can take up to two weeks for them to make 

their way from one library to another. 

"How important is it for people to return their 

Inter-Library Loan materials on time?" she was 

asked.  Cherie acknowledged that was a great 

question and elaborated, "It's very important 

because we want to keep a good relationship 

with the other libraries.  If we have overdue 

things, they're not going to want to lend us 

their items if we are consistently late." 

Patrons can put in ILL requests in several 

ways.  They can ask at the circulation desk and 

a librarian will fill out the request form.  People 

can also visit the library website and fill out a 

form there.  They can also email Cherie at 

ILL@MeredithLibrary.org or call the library to 

relay their requests. 

Towards the end of the conversation, we dis-

cussed an important note for anyone who has 

taken out Inter-Library Loan materials.  They 

should always be returned to the library that 

handed the materials to the patron.  It is actu-

ally not helpful for patrons to bring them back 

to the library that owns them as that causes 

more work in the background. 

We ended the interview by asking Cherie our 

question of the day which was inquired about a 

favorite book she remembered reading from 

childhood.  She told us she was a big fan of the 

Little House series by Laura Ingalls Wilder. 

Each year we compete against other librar-

ies in NH for the coveted Library Card Sign-

Up Month Trophy.  The year before last we 

were victorious and we seek to reclaim our 

prize!   Please help us by encouraging a 

friend or family member to sign-up for a 

Meredith Public Library card or by renew-

ing your own.  If you are set to expire in 

2025, be sure to come in and renew.  Visitors 

will get a chance to spin the prize wheel for 

some fantastic library swag! 

Use your card to: 

 Learn a foreign language. 

 Check out a museum pass. 

 Stream a movie or TV show. 

 Download an eBook, eMagazine, or 

eAudio book. 

 Stream music from your favorite artists. 

 Research your genealogy. 

 Check out a book, large print book, DVD, 

or print magazine. 

Interlibrary Loans  September is Library Card  

Sign-up Month 
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Library Mission Statement 

 

The Meredith Public Library’s mission is to be the cultural 
heart of Meredith; a gathering place where community  
members can acquire and share knowledge.  

PO BOX 808 

91 MAIN STREET 

MEREDITH, NH  03253 

MEREDITH PUBLIC LIBR ARY 

Phone: 603-279-4303 

Fax: 603-677-7005 

E-mail: erin@meredithlibrary.org 

www.meredithlibrary.org 

Library BUILDING Hours: 

Sunday & Monday: Closed 

Tues: 9am-8:00pm 

Wed: 9am-8:00pm 

Thurs: 9am-8:00pm 

Friday: 9am-5:00pm 

Saturday: 9am-2:00pm 

 

Are You Talented? 

Do you have a special skill such as knitting, scrapbooking 

or model train building you’d be willing to share with  

others at the library?  Are you an artist looking for a place 

to display your work?  If so please contact the library.  If 

displaying artwork please ask for Matthew Buteau.  If 

you would like to present a program at the library please  

contact Erin Apostolos. 

Knotty Knitters 

Join us weekly on Thursdays 

at 9AM in front of the  

historic fireplace. 

 

Senior Center Tech  

Meets Fridays at 9AM.  

Sep. 5, 19  
Oct. 3, 17, 31 
Nov. 14 at the  
Community Center.  

 

Check out our very  
awesome telescope. 
Take it home for one week.  
(Must be at least 18 years of  
age with a valid driver’s  
license.) 

 

Computer Club  

Tuesdays @ 10AM  Sep. 9. 
Oct. 14 No meeting in Nov. 

Various topics are discussed 
and open to all experience  
levels. 

We Want Your Scrap Wood! 

(To be used in our 
Glowforge laser engraver) 

Must be no larger than 18" x 
20" to fit in our machine and 
can be no thicker than 1/2".  
Please call and ask for Chris 
for more details. 

 

 

One-on-One Technology 
Training 

Need help with your new  
tablet, laptop or smart phone?  
Is your email giving you prob-
lems? Sign up for a one-on-one 
session with Chris. 

 Check Out a Kindle Fire 

The library has three Kindle 

Fires for circulation.  Watch a 

movie or TV show using our 

Amazon Prime account or re-

quest a book we can download 

for you. 

 

 

Please remember the library in 

your estate planning.  


