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Library Hours:
Tues-Thurs 9-8
Fridays 9-5
Saturdays 9-2

“...The blessings of the gift shall
last, the giver's name live on

In other hearts and memories
when we are dead and gone.”

~From Mrs. George Gilman’s
poem recited at the library
dedication. Photo is of

“the giver” Benjamin M. Smith.

Summer 2026

Meredith Public Library Celebrates the 125th
Anniversary of Its Historic Building

On June 17, 1901, the people of
Meredith gathered to dedicate
what was then called the B.M.
Smith Memorial Library; a mag-
nificent gift from former resident
Benjamin M. Smith in honor of
his parents, John and Mary
Smith.

The original article published in
The Meredith News described the
event as one of the most im-
portant civic celebrations in the
town’s history. Meredith was dec-
orated for the occasion, and dis-
tinguished guests arrived by
train from across New Hamp-
shire and Massachusetts to par-
ticipate in the ceremonies.

Benjamin M. Smith shared the
story of his early years in Mere-
dith and the hardships his family
endured after financial losses in
the 1850s. Unable to perform
hard labor due to illness, Smith
began traveling door to door sell-
ing yarn purchased by his father
on credit. That modest beginning
became the foundation of a suc-
cessful business career that even-
tually enabled him to give back to
the town that shaped him.

During the dedication, Smith paid
tribute to the values his parents
instilled in him — honesty, hard
work, and perseverance — stating
that without those lessons he
could never have achieved suc-
cess. He then formally presented
the keys of the library to the
Town of Meredith.

Among the honored guests was
U.S. Senator Jacob Gallinger,
who praised Smith’s generosity
and reminded attendees that alt-
hough Smith had left Meredith as
a poor young man, he had never
forgotten his hometown. Other
speakers reflected on the 1m-
portance of education, literacy,
and public libraries in strength-
ening both individuals and com-
munities.

The original article described the
library as a modern and impres-
sive structure. Finished in brown
ash, the building included a read-
ing room, trustees’ room, conver-
sation hall, book stacks capable of
holding 24,000 volumes, electric
lighting, hot air heat, and even a
fireproof vault for town records. A
bronze tablet inside the building
commemorated Smith’s parents,
Continued on page 3



News from the Children's Room!
June * July * August

June 3, 10, 17 & 24
July 29 & Auqust 19 & 26

Stories, crafts & snacks.
All ages are welcomed.
No sign-up required. Cof-
fee & Tea served.
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Starting Friday, June 26 you may
sign-up for summer reading. Stop by
the library and pick up your reading

log. All children invited.
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Special Events for Auqust!

All events are from 10 to 11

August 5 - Yoga story time and learn
some yoga moves

August 12 - EnN}oy a morning of
dance! Lots of laughter & smiles

August 14 - Either a rain date for
Stella the miniature horse, or a fun
story time

August 21 - Story time with
Smokey Bear and friends

August 7, from 1:00 to 3:00. LEGO FUN
with Lego artist, Cody Wells. Ages 5 and
up for this event. Lots of legos involved!
What can you build?

Tot Time Reading Circle * Friday’s 10 to 11
June 5,12,19 & 26
July 31 & August 28

Join us in the children’s room for stories,
puppet friends and beautiful art work creat-
ed by you. Coffee & Tea! Snacks
served. Come read and play.
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Special Events for July!

All events are from 10 to 11
July 8 -Music with Beth Green

July 10 - Tanglewood Hollow Story
time & meet some live scaly creatures!

July 15 - Guitar music with Bernie
Blumn

July 17 - Children's concert with the
Sweetbloods! Singing & dancing

July 22 - Yoga story time. Learn some
gardening yoga moves

July 24 - Story time with Stella the
miniature horse. Brush Stella and give
her a snack!

No sign-up required. All children are
welcomed. Check our library website.

****Enjoy Your Summer! ****
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Historic Library Building

Continued from page 1

and gifts from prominent citizens furnished
the reading room.

One speaker described the library as “a golden
step of progress in our village history,”
expressing hope that its doors would remain
open to all who sought knowledge and enlight-
enment.

Over the past 125 years, the Meredith Public
Library has continued to evolve while remain-
ing true to that original vision. Today, the
library serves not only as a center for books
and learning, but also as Meredith’s living
room and cultural heart; a welcoming gather-
ing place for education, creativity, technology,
history, and community connection.

As we celebrate the 125th anniversary of the
library building, we honor the generosity of
Benjamin M. Smith, the dedication of genera-
tions of library staff and trustees, and the
enduring importance of public libraries in civic
life. The vision established in 1901 continues
to guide and inspire the Meredith Public
Library today.

MEREDITH PUBLIC LIBRARY
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You’re Invited! Anniversary Party

On Saturday, June 6 at 11 AM, the Mere-
dith Public Library will celebrate the 125th
Anniversary of the opening of its beautiful

brick building on Main Street in downtown
Meredith.

In honor of the occasion, the staff of the li-
brary has planned a special anniversary cel-
ebration which will consist of:

e Presentation by Library Director Erin
Apostolos

e Governor’s Proclamation presented by
NH Senator Tim Lang

e Slideshow retrospective

e Lego replica of the library

e Artifacts from the early 1900's

e Anniversary cake

If you have little ones, join us at 10:00AM
that day for special Anniversary Storytime!

B.M. Smith Memorial Library circa 1901.

!
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6/3 LEGOD CLUB
6/4 GIANT GAMES

6/10 INTRO TOD DEBD W/
KAITLYN

6/11 MYD PUZIZILE
6/17 ICE CREAM SOCIAL

6/18 GIANT GAMES
6/24 GLOW TEES

6/25 TEEN WRITER'S GROUP

AMONG US n JACKBOX
TUESDAYS FRIDAYS

TEEN ZONE EVENTS 3:00-5:00

FOR AGES 10-18. HOWEVER, THE LIBRARY IS NOT
RESPONSIBLE FOR SUPERVISION.




AUGUST 2026

- TEEN

8/5 BRISTLE BOTS 8/19 06 GAMING

8/6 GIANT GAMES 8/20 POM CRITTERS
8/12 IMPROV 8/26 DID SOMEONE SAY

NERF?
8/13 UNIVERSAL
e 8/27 ICE CREAM

SOCIAL

AMONG US TUESDAYS
JACKBOX FRIDAYS

FOR AGES 10-18. HOWEVER, THE LIBRARY IS NOT
RESPONSIBLE FOR SUPERVISION




- Meredith Library July 2026
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(11 Reaci 105 the stars
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(110 Universal Yums!
(110 FIE3SEU riOWeIs
(144 & (149 SUMINEI hEdlllg W/ vdCRYC
(143 SUnmer nealing mosalc
{190 WINLGT S Lioup

Tuesday- Friday 3:30-5:00
Please note the library is closed on 7/3
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MEREDITH PUBLIC LIBRARY

PO BOX 808
91 MAIN STREET
MEREDITH, NH 03253

Phone: 603-279-4303
Fax: 603-279-5352

E-mail: erin@meredithlibrary.org

. Library BUILDING Hours:
:  Sunday & Monday: Closed

Tues: 9am-8:00pm
Wed: 9am-8:00pm

Thurs: 9am-8:00pm
Friday: 9am-5:00pm
Saturday: 9am-2:00pm

Please remember the library in

your estate planning.

Computer Club

Tuesdays @ 10AM
6/9, 7/14, 8/11

Various topics are discussed
and open to all experience
levels.

We Want Your Scrap Wood!

(To be used in our
Glowforge laser engraver)

Must be no larger than 18" x
20" to fit in our machine and
can be no thicker than 1/2".
Please call and ask for Chris
for more details.

members can acquire and share knowledge.

One-on-One Technology
Training

Need help with your new
tablet, laptop or smart phone?
Is your email giving you prob-
lems? Sign up for a one-on-one
session with Chris.

Check Out a Kindle Fire

The library has five Kindle
Fires for circulation. Watch a
movie or TV show using our
Amazon Prime account or re-
quest a book we can download
for you.

Are You Talented"

Do you have a special skill such as knitting, scrapbooking
or model train building you’d be willing to share with
others at the library? Are you an artist looking for a place
to display your work? If so please contact the library. If
displaying artwork please ask for Matthew Buteau. If
you would like to present a program at the library please
contact Erin Apostolos.

Knotty Knitters

Join us weekly on Thursdays
at 9AM in front of the
historic fireplace.

Senior Center Tech
Meets Fridays at 9AM at the

Community Center.

6/12, 6/26
7/10, 7/24
8/7, 8/21

Check out our very
awesome telescope.

Take it home for one week.
(Must be at least 18 years of
age with a valid driver’s
license.)



