Meredith Public Library
Parental Access to Minor Children's Library Records Policy
[bookmark: _GoBack]Policy Purpose:
This Policy supplements the Meredith Public Library Privacy Policy to include the exceptions to the confidentiality of library records set forth in RSA 201-D:11 II-a, effective January 1, 2026 allowing a parent or legal guardian of a minor to access records of a minor’s current borrowing of printed library materials and audio-visual materials such as DVDs and CDs. 
Definitions:
· Current Borrowing Records: A list of physical library materials currently checked out on a minor's Meredith Public Library card.
· Library Records: Any information maintained by the library that identifies a patron and their use of library resources.
I. Procedure for Parental Access to Minor Children's Library Records:
All requests for access to any library record shall be directed to the Library Director or designee.  Requests will not be fulfilled by circulation desk staff.
A parent or legal guardian requesting library records of a minor will be required to complete the request form and show identification and demonstrate that they are the parent or a legal guardian of that minor child.  This may include: 

1) Identification that lists an address matching that on the minor’s library account; 
2) A birth certificate with the requestor’s name listed as a parent, or a court order granting guardianship or adoption;
3) A library card in the requestor’s name that shows the same address as that on the account of the minor whose records are being sought or if the parent or guardian is listed on the minor’s library account by name;
4) Other information or documentation to verify to the satisfaction of the library that the requestor is a parent or legal guardian.

II. Provision of Current Borrowing Records:
a. Once identity and guardianship are verified, staff will provide the parent or legal guardian with a list of the minor child's current borrowing records as defined by statute within five business days of the request. 
b. Staff will not provide access to past borrowing history, digital resource usage, or other library records beyond the scope of RSA 201-D:11 II-a.

c. The Library will only release information related to a Meredith Public Library juvenile account. If the juvenile card was issued at another library the requestor will be referred to that library for assistance.

d. Other Library Records including address, phone number and age of the minor will not be supplied nor will information about any other library users should that information be included in any record. 

III. Documentation and Confidentiality of Request:
The Library Director will document the request, verification process, and information provided in the patron's account notes. This documentation will be kept confidential and in accordance with the library’s record retention policy.


Approved by the Meredith Public Library Board of Trustees November 13, 2025.  
