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“We are such stuff as 

dreams are made on…” 

~William Shakespeare,  

The Tempest 

 

I spent a fun and informative af-

ternoon interviewing John Lin 

about his background, teaching 

career, extensive Shakespearean 

studies, and the joy of learning he 

shares with the attendees in the 

Shakespeare group that he leads 

at the Meredith Public Library.   

John revealed an interesting par-

adox.  In his words, "I was a terri-

ble English student in high school 

and I tell my high school English 

students that all the time to moti-

vate them and inspire them to 

recognize at one stage of one's 

life, you might not be interested 

in something, but later on, a lot 

can change." 

That was certainly true in John's 

case.  After flirting with both pre-

med and philosophy as college 

majors, he eventually found an 

appreciation of literature and 

earned an undergraduate degree 

in English which led to teaching 

in a private school in Connecti-

cut.  During summers there, he 

earned a master's degree in Eng-

lish.  

Through a professor in that mas-

ter's program, John was intro-

duced to a program at Oxford 

University in England where he 

got to spend an additional three 

years studying Shakespeare full 

time.  The program was located a 

mere 40 minutes away from 

Shakespeare's birth-

place, Stratford-upon-Avon, which 

is also the home of the Royal 

Shakespeare Company.  John 

would go there to attend 

plays.  After the shows, he would 

visit the Dirty Duck Pub and in-

teract with the actors (often still 

in costume) he'd just seen on 

stage.  

Our discussion turned towards 

the Shakespeare group at the li-

brary.  John said, "It's been one of 

the joys of my retirement!"  He 

explained further that it was also 

completely unplanned.  When he 

originally proposed the idea of a 

Shakespeare class at the library 

several years ago, John thought 

they would just tackle one or two 

plays, starting with Ham-

let.  Over twenty people showed 

up that first day.  The group has 

been so successful that they have 

declared a goal to go through the 

entire Shakespearean repertoire. 

continued on page 3 

Leading the Shakespeare Class at Meredith Public  

Library is One of His Unexpected Joys  

(A Talk with Expert Shakespeare Instructor John Lin) 

by Matthew Buteau, Adult Services Librarian 



 

 

News from the Children’s Room! 

December * January * February 

Bookworm Bunch Story 
Time 

Wed. from 10 to 11  

No Storytime on December 3rd!   

December 10,17 & 31 

January 7,14,21 & 28 

February 4,11,18 & 25 

Stories, crafts & snacks. All ages 
are welcomed. No sign-up required. 

Coffee & Tea served. 

********************* 

Children’s Christmas 
Concert 

Friday, December 12 

From 10:00 to 11:00 

Join us in the function 
room and listen to The 
Sweetbloods play their guitars and 

sing to you. 

The Sweetbloods are a local duo 
from Meredith. Their music is well 

known in the lakes region. 

Come listen, sing and dance.  

Snacks Served. 

********************** 

Holiday Story Time!  

Sat. Dec. 13 at 10:00 

Come listen to the Polar Express. 

All ages are welcomed! Snacks. 

 

 

Tot Time Reading Circle * Friday’s 10 to 11 

December  5 & 19 

January 9, 16, 23 & 30 

February 6, 13, 20 & 27 

Join us in the children’s room 
for stories, puppet friends and 
beautiful art work created by 
you.  Coffee & Tea. Snacks 

served. Come read and play. 

*************************************************** 

Winter Reading! 

Starting January 23 you 
may sign-up for winter 

reading! Winter reading is like sum-
mer reading, only COLD! You will re-
ceive your reading log, fill it in, return 
it to the children’s room and shop in 

the Snowflake Hut. 

Lots of fun things to get. We will 
have weekly raffles.  You may do as 

many reading logs as you like.  

Winter reading ends February 28. 

 



 

PAGE 3 MEREDITH PUBLIC LIBR ARY WINTER 2025 /6 

continued from page1 

 

They are well on their way to succeeding.  

Members of the group are so enthusiastic that 

John led several of them on a trip to England 

so they could see the plays performed in the 

same area they first debuted hundreds of 

years ago. 

What is a typical session at the library 

like?  The group covers one act per week so 

each play takes five weeks.  John explains, 

"We sometimes watch several versions of the 

same scene.  We do a lot of reading out loud so 

we want to get the words and the texts in our 

bodies.  We want to feel how these words 

sound saying them to somebody else."  The 

sessions run on Wednesdays from 1 PM to 

2:30 PM.  No background in Shakespeare is 

necessary.  The current play is always availa-

ble at the desk for $5.   

To hear the complete audio interview 

(including Shakespearean controversies, fa-

vorite quotes, iambic pentameter, and Mat-

thew's infamous sonnet as well as many more 

details of John's stories than we have room for 

in this article), please visit the library website 

at www.MeredithLibrary.org and look for Epi-

sode #31 (Part 1) and Episode #32 (Part 2) of 

the Check It Out library podcast.  From the 

library homepage, follow this path: click on 

News & Events…Meredith Library Podcast 

Studio…Check It Out.  You can also ask at the 

circulation desk and we can show you several 

ways to find the podcast.  

 

 

The Meredith Public Library meets the 

third Tuesday of each month from 4:00-

5:00PM, except in December. Various topics 

are discussed. If you would like to be added 

to the mailing list, please email 

erin@meredithlibrary.org. 

The library is a Family Search Library  

Affiliate. When you log into familysearch.org 

using the library’s wifi, you will have access 

to 40% more records than you can access 

from home.  The library also hosts  

Ancestry.com, thanks to the generosity of 

the Friends of the Meredith Library.  We  

also subscribe to American Ancestors, with 

access to numerous databases focusing on 

New England, but also other areas.  Both of 

these databases must be used in house. 

We host several Genealogy Lock-Ins each 

year when you can use the library after  

hours for research. Our next one is Friday, 

January 16 from 5:00-8:00PM. 

Shakespeare  

Genealogy at the Library 

Members of John Lin’s Shakespeare Group 

during their trip to England. 

http://www.MeredithLibrary.org
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Library Mission Statement 

 

The Meredith Public Library’s mission is to be the cultural 
heart of Meredith; a gathering place where community  
members can acquire and share knowledge.  

PO BOX 808 

91 MAIN STREET 

MEREDITH, NH  03253 

MEREDITH PUBLIC LIBR ARY  

Phone: 603-279-4303 

Fax: 603-279-5352 

E-mail: erin@meredithlibrary.org 

www.meredithlibrary.org 

Library BUILDING Hours: 

Sunday & Monday: Closed 

Tues: 9am-8:00pm 

Wed: 9am-8:00pm 

Thurs: 9am-8:00pm 

Friday: 9am-5:00pm 

Saturday: 9am-2:00pm 

 

Are You Talented? 

Do you have a special skill such as knitting, scrapbooking 

or model train building you’d be willing to share with  

others at the library?  Are you an artist looking for a place 

to display your work?  If so please contact the library.  If 

displaying artwork please ask for Matthew Buteau.  If 

you would like to present a program at the library please  

contact Erin Apostolos. 

Knotty Knitters 

Join us weekly on Thursdays 

at 9AM in front of the  

historic fireplace. 

 

Senior Center Tech  

Meets Fridays at 9AM.  

12/5, 1/09, 1/23, 2/06, 2/20  
Community Center.  

 

Check out our very  
awesome telescope. 
Take it home for one week.  
(Must be at least 18 years of  
age with a valid driver’s  
license.) 

 

 

Computer Club  

Tuesdays @ 10AM  Dec. 9, 
Jan. 13, Feb. 10 

Various topics are discussed 
and open to all experience  
levels. 

We Want Your Scrap Wood! 

(To be used in our 
Glowforge laser engraver) 

Must be no larger than 18" x 
20" to fit in our machine and 
can be no thicker than 1/2".  
Please call and ask for Chris 
for more details. 

 

 

One-on-One Technology 
Training 

Need help with your new  
tablet, laptop or smart phone?  
Is your email giving you prob-
lems? Sign up for a one-on-one 
session with Chris. 

 Check Out a Kindle Fire 

The library has three Kindle 

Fires for circulation.  Watch a 

movie or TV show using our 

Amazon Prime account or re-

quest a book we can download 

for you. 

 

 

Please remember the library in 

your estate planning.  


